
Alfred Sutton Reading Spine – Year 5 – Autumn 1 
Curriculum focus: Geography - Mountains, Science – Properties and changes of materials 

Core text 

 
Everest: The Remarkable Story of Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay by Alexandra 

Stewart and Joe Todd-Stanton 
 

Conductors and Insulators by Baby Professor 

Complementary texts 

 
Mountains (World Feature Focus) by Rebecca Kahn 

 
Highest Mountains Deepest Ocean by Kate Baker  and 

Page Tsou 

 
King of the Cloud Forests by Michael Morpurgo 

 
Why is ice slippery? And other questions about 

materials by Anna Claybourne 
 

Materials and Properties by Peter Riley 

 
Foxton Primary Science: Properties and Changes of 

Materials by Nichola Tyrrell 
 



Alfred Sutton Reading Spine – Year 5 – Autumn 2 
Curriculum focus: History – The Indus Valley, Science – Earth and Space 

Core text 

 
When the mountains roared by Jess Butterworth 

 
This Rock, That Rock: Poems between you me and the moon by Dom Conlon and 

Viviane Schwarz 

Complementary texts 

 
Indus Valley Civilisation (Facts and Artefacts) by Tim 

Cooke 
 

The Indus Valley by Madeline Tyler 

 
Life in the Ancient Indus River Valley by Hazel 

Richardson 

 
The Mysteries of the Universe: Discover the best-kept 

secrets of space by Will Gater 
 

24 Hours in Space by Rob Lloyd Jones 
 

The Jamie Drake Equation by Christopher Edge 



Alfred Sutton Reading Spine – Year 5 – Spring 1 
Curriculum focus: Geography – Earthquakes and Volcanoes, Science - Forces 

Core text 

 
Earth Shattering Events by Sophie Williams and Robin Jacobs  

Secret Science by Dara OBriain 

Complementary texts 

 
Powerful Forces by Jon Richards and Rob Colson 

 
Volcanoes – by Izzy Howell 

 
Jon Richards 

 
Gut-wrenching gravity and other fatal forces by Anna 

Claybourne 
 

Into the Volcano by Jess Butterworth 
 

Mysteries of Harris Burdick by Chris Van Allsburg 



Alfred Sutton Reading Spine – Year 5 – Spring 2 
Curriculum focus: History – Anglo-Saxons and Vikings, (Science – Forces continued) 

Core texts 

 
The Vikings: Raiders, Traders and Adventurers by Marcia Williams 

Complementary texts 

 
Viking Longship by Mick Manning and Brita Granström 

 
Riddle of the Runes by Janina Ramirez and David 

Wyatt 

 
The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis 
(Link to PSHE topic theme of ‘risk’) 

 
Men, Women and Children: In Anglo Saxon Times by 

Jane Bingham 
 

Anglo-Saxon boy by Tony Bradman 

 
The Book of Not Entirely Useful Advice by A.F. Harrold 

and Mini Grey 



Alfred Sutton Reading Spine – Year 5 – Summer 1 
Curriculum focus: Geography – European Region (The Med), Science – Living things and their habitats 

Core text 

 
A kids guide to Greece – by Jack L Roberts (Amazon) 

 
Collected Plays for Children – Ted Hughes 

Amazon £7.39 (Peters) (link to Science – Jane Goodall playscript) 

Complementary texts 

 
Europe by Joana Costa Knufinke 

 
60 facts about Greece – Grant Publishing 

 
What A Waste by Jess French 

 
Life Cycles: Everything from Start to Finish by DK and 

Sam Falconer 

 
Life Cycles (Straight Forward with Science) by Peter 

Riley 
 

Life Cycles and Reproduction by Nichola Tyrrell 



Alfred Sutton Reading Spine – Year 5 – Summer 2 
Curriculum focus: Hist – Local: Changes to Reading during Victorian Era, Science – Animals including humans 

Core texts 

 
Lift-the-Flap Questions & Answers about Growing Up by Katie Daynes and Shelley 

Laslo 
 

Queen Victoria V&A 

Complementary texts 

 
Timelines of Everything: From woolly mammoths to 

world wars by DK and Smithsonian Institution 

 
Be The Change: Poems to help you save the world by 

Roger Stevens, Matt Goodfellow and Liz Brownlee 
 

Victorians by Ann Kramer 

 
By The Human Life Cycle by Jennifer Prior 

 
Stretch Your Confidence! by Beth Cox and Vicky Barke 

 
Another Twist in the Tale by Catherine Bruton 

 



Alfred Sutton Reading Spine – Year 5 – Class reads 

These books have been chosen because they are year group favourites or are listed on recommended year group book lists.   

They are to be read during whole class reading slots and are for enjoyment. 
Class reads 

 
Brightstorm: a sky-ship adventure by Vashti Hardy 

 
Asha & the Spirit Bird by Jasbinder Bilan 

 
Danny Chung Does Not Do Maths by Maisie Chan 

 

 

 
I Stole My Genius Sister's Brain by Jo Simmons and 

Nathan Reed 

 
Bunny vs Monkey by Jamie Smart 

 
Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan 

 

 

 
Being Me: Poems About Thoughts, Worries and 

Feelings by Liz Brownlee, Matt Goodfellow, Laura 
Mucha and Victoria Jane Wheeler 

 
Bright Bursts of Colour by Matt Goodfellow and 

Aleksei Bitskoff 

 
Onyeka and the Academy of the Sun by Tolá Okogwu 

 


